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 A Message from  
    Commander 
Suzanne R. Mora, JN 

 
 
 

As my tenure comes to an end, I thought I would 
take this time to share what we have accomplished 
together.  We had a wonderful year, full of fun 
activities, education and building new friendships.   
 
The Mission of the United States Power Squadron 
is “to promote boating safety through education and 
civic activities while providing fellowship for our 
members”.   
 
Our Boating education has increased due to the 
diligent efforts of our Education Officer, Lt/C James 
M Milton, JN and Assistant Education Officer, 1

st
/L 

Michael Boland, AP. Due to their hard work, 2 
Seamanship Students, 11 Piloting Students, 7 
Weather Students, and 24 RADAR Seminar 
Students graduated from their respective classes 
and seminars. In addition, we also taught 27 
students America's Boating Course in 3 ABC 
Classes.   
 
Boating safety is a major concern for all of us.  
Thanks to our Safety Officer, Joe Russell for 
providing us with informative articles during the 
year.  He also coordinated our Ready, Set Wear It 
photo at Maritime Museum with 28 members + 3 
dogs followed by lunch at Kingston's.  Great South 
Bay had 6 entries in the Youth Poster Contest at 
Rendezvous East.  We participated in Sayville’s 
Earth Day Celebration and handed out Ready, Set, 
Wear It decals. Joe provided us with a presentation 
of how to use an inflatable life vest at a monthly 
meeting - ease of use, less bulky, more likely to 
wear, how to change out pressure cartridge.  He 
also spoke to us regarding Suffolk County’s 
proposed ban on single use plastic bags.  Our 
Members performed 243 Vessel Safety Checks! 
 
We also came together as one, to remember 
members who passed last year.  We provided 
support to other Squadrons who lost members.   
 

Continued on page 3 
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Continued from Commander on page 2 
 
 
 

Our Administrative Officer, Lt/C John Pergola, AP 
and all of the Committees reporting to that office, 
did an outstanding job.  Looking back  we had a lot 
of fun activities this year:  Kick off to Boating 
Season Brunch, we celebrated our 75

th
 

Anniversary, Spring Picnic and Blessing of the 
Fleet at Watch Hill, Fund Raiser at Chili’s, 
Connetquot River Raft-Up, Robert Moses Dockside 
Raft Up, Garbage Cover Raft-Up, Fall Picnic 
together with Captree at Cedar Beach, Barn Dance 
in Lindenhurst, Halloween Costume Party and our 
Toys for Tots Toy Drive at our Holiday Party at 
Sunset Harbor in Patchogue.  You can’t say we 
didn’t have a good time 
 
We donated over 100 lbs of food to Island Harvest 
in support of Operation Hope to support our 
veterans and their families.     
 
Please plan to attend our Annual Meeting on 27 
January 2017 at the Rusy-Bohm at 39 Nassau 
Avenue, Islip, when you will vote for your new 
Bridge Officers and all positions.  We will also be 
presenting the Budget for 2017 which we will vote 
on.  This is one of the most important meetings for 
all members to attend.  I hope to see you there! 
 
Merit Marks were awarded to 70 members for their 
volunteer efforts.  Thanks to P/C Larry McCourt, AP 
for his input and direction.  I would also like to 
thank all of our Merit Mark recipients for their hard 
work to make us what we are.  If you aren’t sure 
what a Merit Mark is, please reach out to any 
Bridge Officer or Larry for more details. 
 
Here’s to kicking off another great year with your 
incoming Bridge!   
 
Be Safe and Warm! 
 

 
 
 
The holidays are here and everyone is in a good 
mood, rushing around for last minute gifts, 
looking forward to spending time laughing, 
eating, and catching up with family and friends.  
 
The Fontaine family has a special reason to be 
happy. George and Kathy are proud to announce 
the birth of their first Grandaughter – Ellianna 
Rose, born on November 18th at 8:40am at Good 
Sam Hospital in West Islip.  She weighed 7 lbs. 
15 oz., and was 21 ½” long.  The proud parents, 
Jessica (Fontaine) and George Avlonitis have 
two other children – John 8, and Nicholas 5.  
Congratulations to all the family!  
 
As we enjoy all the fun times, let’s not forget the 
people who are unable to be with their families 
during this special season – our soldiers, and the 
many people who work daily to maintain the 
safety, peace and health we all enjoy. 
 
I wish everyone a wonderful holiday season and 
a safe and healthy New Year!  
 

 
 

 

 

            Patti Morrissey 

AppraisinPat@optonline.net 
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                                                  A Message from the 
                Executive Officer 

                                               Lt/C Arthur Wallach, AP 
 
 
District  & National News: 

Member Benefits Article 
Thanks to Patricia Blanchard, N from the Peconic Bay 
Power Squadron for her December 2016 article on 
Membership Benefits. 
Today there is a chill in the air and for some that means a 
warm fire and a good book.  For others, it may mean the 
thought of escaping the colder weather for a little while. 
 This month’s article lists three ideas for planning that 
vacation.  FunJet/TNT, Orlando vacations, and Endless 
Vacation Rentals are advertising various discounts, promo 
codes, links, phone numbers, and web addresses that you 
may want to explore. 
To locate this benefit: 
1.  Go to USPS.org 
2.  Sign in as a member 
3.  At the top of the page, click “Departments” 
4.  On the pull down menu, click Administrative Department 
5.  On the next pull down menu, click Member Benefits 
Committee 
 

I am including the page here.  For further information and 
the ability to click on links, please follow the directions 
above. 
 

United States Power Squadrons Benefit Descriptions | Embedded 
Links | Promo Codes FunJet/TNT. 
With more than 900 destinations in Mexico, Hawaii, the 
Caribbean, Europe, Asia, and the U.S. as well as more airlines 
and thousands of more hotels to choose from your trip will be 
more enjoyable with the ease planning it. With your exclusive 
USPS 5% member discount and “Price Match Plus” you’re 
guaranteed to have the most cost efficient trip, or we’ll match it! 
All-in-One Travel Protection allows you to change or cancel your 
reservation, with no fees, and full monetary return. For more 
information call 1.800.282.0276 and use promo code “USPS” for 
your 5% member discount! Or go to: 
http://www.tntvacations.com/usps 
 
Orlando Vacations 
Save up to 35% off your next vacation to Orlando as a member of 
the US Power Squadrons!  Receive discounted Disney World 
Tickets and Vacation packages. Discounts include Universal 
Studio Tickets, Sea World Tickets, Discovery Bay, Aquatica and 
more! 
Save up to 60% off rack rate at select Orlando hotels close to or 
on theme park property. Rates starting as low as $55.00 per 
night.  Or choose to stay in vacation Homes fully stocked and 
professionally decorated and most with pools, rates starting as 
 

Continued on page 5 
 

 
    

 A Message from the 
 Educational Officer 

 Lt/C James M. Milton, JN 
 
 

2016 has flown by, and I cannot believe my first year 

as your Educational Officer is almost over! Let's take 

this opportunity to look at how far we've come. Over 

the last calendar year, 2 Seamanship Students, 11 

Piloting Students, 7 Weather Students, and 24 

RADAR Seminar Students graduated from their 

respective classes and seminars. In addition, we also 

taught 27 students America's Boating Course!  

As you may already know, one of my main goals as 

Education Officer is to reduce the number of 

members without advanced grades in the Squadron. I 

am pleased to announce that at this time we have 

seen a 5% decrease since January of 2016. 

However, even with that decrease there are still 58 of 

Great South Bay members (31%) that do not have a 

single advanced grade, which means we still have a 

ways to go. 

To that end, I have scheduled two advanced courses 

to run this winter. The first is the fun and practical 

Seamanship course. Classes will begin on 12 

January at 1930 (7:30pm) and will be held weekly on 

Thursday evenings at the Joyce Fitzpatrick Sr. Center 

in East Islip. The class will be taught by P/R/C Angelo 

Giovanniello, SN. Over the course of these sessions, 

you and your fellow squadron members and 

classmates will become proficient in material 

applicable to both power and sail.  

Secondly, an Advanced Piloting class is scheduled to 

begin on 17 January at 1930 (7:30pm) and will be 

held weekly on Tuesday evenings at the West Islip 

home of Lisa & Joe Locascio. Because of the venue 

class size is extremely limited, and is restricted to 

U.S. Power Squadron Members only. Advanced 

Piloting is a continuation of Piloting, and is absolutely 

the course you want to take if you’re interested in 

being able to navigate unfamiliar waters in limited 

visibility or take an extended cruise with confidence.   

 

Continued on page 5 
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Continued from Executive Officer page 4 
 
low as $99.00 per night. 
Enter “USPSSAVES1” to access the benefits, or call 
1.888.632.1103 and mention your USPS membership for your 
discounts! 
LINK http://www.orlandovacation.com/discounts/login.php?uname
=USPSSAVES1 
PHONE/PROMO 1.888.632.1103 mention USPS Endless 
Vacation Rentals US Power Squadron Members Get 25% off 
vacation rentals worldwide! Choose from locations around the 
world, or in your backyard! Prices from $396.75 USD for up to 7 
nights on a one bedroom unit. Check out Last Minute 
VacationsSM for additional savings! Book online or call 877. 
782.9387 and mention USPS to save big!  
To book now go to: 
LINK https://www.endlessvacationrentals.com/amg/?id2=usps 
PHONE/PROMO 877.782.9387 mention USPS FunJet/TNT 
Vacations With your exclusive USPS 5% member discount and 
“Price Match Plus” you’re guaranteed to have the most cost 
efficient trip with FunJet!  Orlando Vacations USPS members can 
save up to 60% at select Orlando hotels, discounted Disney 
World tickets, and vacation packages.  Endless Vacation Rentals 
USPS members save 25% on vacation rentals worldwide, with 
access to Last Minute Vacations for additional savings! 

 
District / National Events to Mark on your 
Calendar: 
 

 Jan-20-2017 - District 3 Bridge Orientation Meeting, 
Melville Marriott 
The United States Power Squadron is the nation’s 
preeminent private boating education organization. 
Your membership opens up to you a broad range of 
opportunities to develop and sharpen your boating 
skills, to become involved in USPS civic service 
activities, and to have lots of fun in the company of a 
growing family of like-minded people. These 
opportunities don’t require a great deal of time or effort. 
All you need to get the maximum benefit is a 
willingness to actively participate in your squadron’s 
programs and activities. The information in this 
orientation program will help you to get started on your 
USPS adventure.  

 

 Feb-19–26-2017 – USPS Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL 
The National Meetings committee has done a great job 
organizing and preparing a large number of fun, 
educational and attractive events for your pleasure 
while you visit us here. The hotel is happy to have us 
back, and we can look forward to more great times with 
the accommodations, tours and meal choices.  Many 
seminars have been planned. As is now our custom, 
tropical shirts are the uniform of the day on Friday and 
“USPS casual” every other day except for the official 
meeting on Saturday. For those attending the awards 
dinner on Thursday, our customary blazer ensemble is 
in order.  We’re delighted that award-winning author 
Michael Tougias, co-author of The Finest Hours, will be 
with us for our Keynote Breakfast Friday. We look 
forward to his slide presentation about the U.S. Coast 
Guard’s most daring sea rescue. Don’t miss it! 

 
 

 

Continued from Educational Officer page 4 
 

This class will teach you how to use radar, chart 

plotters, AIS and other electronic tools to supplement 

basic GPS navigation.  Additionally, you will obtain a 

thorough understanding of piloting techniques in a 

variety of coastal tide, current and wind conditions. 

The course is taught by P/Lt/C James F. Milton, AP. 

For more information on either class, please contact 

me directly at JamesMilton@GSBPS.org or 

631.681.7650. If you would like more information 

about the courses themselves, please contact the 

respective instructors: P/R/C Angelo Giovaniello, SN 

at 631.661.5318 or P/Lt/C James F. Milton, AP at 

516.449.8355. 

Lastly, I would like to sincerely thank my Teaching 
Aides Chairman, P/D/Lt/C Peter Richichi, SN, for all 
his hard work and dedication.  At the Fall Conference, 
Great South Bay Power Squadron took home 7 
awards for teaching aids. We received 3rd place for 
Seamanship, 2nd place for Jr. Navigation, and five 
1st place awards for Weather, Marine Electronics, 
Navigation, Piloting, and Advance Piloting. Pete did 
all the work, and we wouldn’t have won a single 
award without him. Additionally, one of the awards 
was for an aid created by George Fontaines 
grandson, John Avlonitis. We thank him for his 
submission and congratulate him! 
 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.orlandovacation.com/discounts/login.php?uname=USPSSAVES1
http://www.orlandovacation.com/discounts/login.php?uname=USPSSAVES1
https://www.endlessvacationrentals.com/amg/?id2=usps
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    A Message from the 
  Administrative Officer 
 Lt/C John Pergola, AP 

 

 
Our Annual Holiday Party/General Meeting at Sunset 
Harbor was on 9 December. We had 89 members 
attend; I have been told everyone had a great time. The 
food and entertainment were very good. I was able to 
deliver 5 bags of toys, to “Toys for Tots” on Monday.  
Thank you to everyone who participated. We also had 
our drawing for the 333 and as you may already know 
Luann Kazanecki was our big winner of $612.00.  Thank 
you for all who participated through the year. I would 
also like to thank Lisa Locascio for creating the playlist, 
and writing the place cards and Carol Huebner for doing 
the centerpieces, even though she was unable to 
attend.   And of course Thank You to the members who 
helped set up that night, I couldn’t have done it without 
you.  
 
Looking forward: Unfortunately, there will be NO New 
Year’s Eve Party this year. 
 
 The next Executive Meeting is on 4 January. As I have 
said before If you have never attended an Executive 
meeting please join us and see how the Squadron really 
works, hope to see you there. 
 
General meeting where our elections will take place is 
on 27 January. Every vote counts. 
 
The Change of Watch Meeting is on 17 February, let’s 
bring in our new bridge together! 
 
The Change of Watch Dinner will be held on 3 March 
2017 at Lands End, Details will follow. 
 
My time as your Administrative Officer is coming to an 
end and I would like to thank all the members who 
helped make 2015-16 a wonderful and eventful year. I 
look forward to serving as your XO next year.  
 
A special thanks to Commander Suzanne for all the 
help, support and guidance she has given me through 
the year.  Without her, my year would have been much 
harder. I think she set a standard that will be hard to 
match.  On a personal note, good luck to her on her new 
adventure.  I for one will miss her…     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To all our  
January Birthdays! 

 

Joseph Barrato, Robert Dallas, 

Jon DiBiase, Paul DiGiulio, 

Stanley Feldman, George Fontaine, 

Rosalie Goebel, Linda Groener, 

Margaret Grossgold, Debbie Hoar, 

Scott Krawchuk, Kevin Matheson, 

James F. Milton, Frances Murphy, 

Janet Neale, Dennis Palazzolo, 

Kathy Pergola, Lawrence Postel, 

Joseph Ugenti, Barbara Wedin 
 
 

To all our  
February Birthdays! 

 

Diane Boland, Michael Boland, 

Sharon Danek, JoAnn DiGiulio, 

Richard Fogel, Joseph Garone,  

Angelo Giovanniello, 

Joanne Godas, Haley Kaplan, 

Lisa Lepping, Theresa Hillman, 

Arthur Huebner, Joseph Milano, 

Neva Mirando, George Morrissey, 

Ilene Piecora, Lisa Sanders, 

Joseph Slodysko, Joyce Snider, 

Elizabeth Ugenti, Arthur Wallach 
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             All About  
       Boating Safety 

      Lt. Joseph Russell, AP 
 

You would probably be surprised to learn that 
Florida is home to the largest single brood cow 
herd in the US and is home to five of the top ten 
largest Cow/Calf operations in the U.S. What 
would not be a surprise to learn is that Florida 
also leads the nation with over 915,000 
registered vessels (with another one million non-
registered vessels actively using Florida’s 
waterways. )I bring up the number of cows 
because I like a good hamburger. I bring up the 
number of boats because of a recent experience 
we had in Florida. 
 

Suzy and I were visiting our daughter, Christin, in 
North Palm Beach and her friend invited us out 
on his boat, a 26-foot, single-screw cruiser. We 
took a leisurely evening ride through local canals 
before entering the Intracoastal on our way to the 
Palm Beach (Lake Worth) Inlet. To say our 
excursion through the Intracoastal was rough 
would be an understatement. It was as if we 
were heading out of Walmart on Black Friday as 
the doors were opened for the incoming crowds. 
Boats were passing so close we could have 
touched the people sitting on their gunwales. 
Vessels were passing on either side of us without 
concern of speed or the impact their wake was 
having on anyone around them. Indeed, at one 
point our bow went so deep into a trough I 
thought we would certainly pitchpole. Suzy and 
Christin were sitting at the stern and as I turned 
to check on them they were hit with a wall of 
water, soaking both of them head-to-toe. I 
realized, at that moment, there were no rules of 
navigation being observed, it was getting late on 
a Sunday and it was every man or women for 
themselves. Complete anarchy. Was this typical 
for Florida? Curious, I looked up Florida’s boating 
statistics and compared them to New York’s. 
  

In 2015, Florida had 915,000 registered boats, 
737 reportable accidents, 438 injuries and 55 
fatalities compared to New York’s 450,000  
 

registered boats (ninth in the nation), 187 
accidents, 98 injuries and 16 fatalities. Based 
solely on these numbers (and our singular 
experience) it would seem New York is a much 
safer place for boaters. But in reality, among 
other differences, the New York boating season 
is less than half that of Florida’s, so to be fair, a 
deeper analysis is needed to determine which 
state’s waterways are actually safest. Both 
Florida (for people born on or after January 1, 
1988) and New York (born on or after May 1, 
1996) require 8 hours of instruction to obtain a 
boating safety certificate. But is this enough? 
What can you learn and retain in 8 hours? And 
what about boat operators born before these 
dates?  
 

Is 8 hours of instruction enough to eliminate 
careless and dangerous operation of a vessel? Is 
it evident in boating statistics? Probably not. 
What is evident is the need for comprehensive 
education and local enforcement.  Until then, 
stay vigilant and hang on! 
 

On and off the water, be safe! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

All About 
Boating Safety 

Lt. Joseph Russell, AP 

 
Linda & John LaDez 

36 Bunnell Pl, West Babylon, NY 11704 
Tel # 631-422-6998 

Boat Name: Escapade III 
Boat LOA 28 

E-mail: linda.ladez@otmail.com 
 

Henry M. Lynn 
10 Firethorne Ln, Valley Stream, NY 11581 

Tel # 516-791-8995 
Spouse: Arlene 

Boat Name: Golden Girl 
Boat LOA 40 

E-mail: lynn6996aol.com. 
 

Frank Verderber 
14 Harbor Pl, Massapequa, NY 11758 

Tel # 516-799-1778 
Spouse: Kathy 

Boat Name: Uncorked 
Boat LOA 28 

E-mail: fverderber@optonline.net 
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The next Ship’s Store will be at the 
General Meeting at Rusy-Bohm on  

Friday, 27 January.   
I will be there early at 7:15pm and  
at the end of the meeting for your  

shopping convenience.   
In the meantime, feel free to contact  

me for any of your Ship’s Store needs. 
Shirts, hats, jackets, burgees, ensigns, etc.  

are in stock.  Please stop by on the 27th  
and support the Ship’s Store.   

And remember, if you don’t see what you want,  
ask, and hopefully, I can order it for you. 

As always, thanks for supporting the  
Ship’s Store. 

 

Joni 
 

Supply Officer 
Lt/C Joan Milano, S 

72winner@optonline.net 
631.587.7421 

 

 

 

 

2015 
 

Award-Winning 

Newsletter for 40 Years. 
 

 
 

 
2016 VSC Examiners 

 
 

John Allison 
Carolynn Cairo 
Frank DeMayo  
Michael Dowgiallo 
Joseph Gagliano  
Angelo Giovanniello 
Luann Kazanecki  
Scott Krawchuk 

Lawrence Postel  

Richard Torre 

516-541-8585 
631-581-4066    
516-993-5228    
631-921-5270    
631-232-9378    
631-661-5318    
631-581-2290 
631-697-4277  
631-981-0273     

516-731-6124    

johntallison@me.com 
happytrails@verizon.net 
fdemayo1@aol.com 
singulpa@aol.com 
zeppo53@optonline.net 
descon@att.com 
lukaz@aol.com 
scottkraw1@verizon.net 
lawpos@optonline.net 
sawhorse66@verizon.net 

 

 

SPRAY articles are due by 
the 15th of every month. 

Jan/Feb articles are due December 15th 

March articles are due February 15th 

April articles are due March 15th 

May articles are due April 15th 

June articles are due May 15th 

July/August articles are due June 15th 

September articles are due August 15th 

October articles are due September 15th 

November articles are due October 15th 

December articles are due November 15th 

Great South Bay  

Power  Squadron  
 

mailto:72winner@optonline.net
mailto:lukaz@aol.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 

 

2 3 4 
 
 
 
Executive Meeting 

1930 
East Islip Library 

 

5 
 
 

 
First Quarter 

Moon 

6 7 
 
 

 

8 
 

 

9 
 
 

 

10 
 

 

11 
 

 
 

12 
 
 
 
 

 
Full Moon 

13 
 
 

 

14 
 
 

 

15 16 

 

17 18 
 

 
 

 

19 
 

 
Last Quarter 

Moon 

20 
 
 

D3 Bridge 
Orientation 

Melville 
Marriott 

21 
 
 

22 
 

 
 

23 

 
 

24 25 
 

26 
 
 
 

27 
 

General 
Meeting  

2000 
Rusy Bohm 

28 
 
 

 
New Moon 

29 
 
 

30 

 
 
 
 
 

31 
 

    

 
 
         

Upcoming Events:   

 

 Day Date Event Uniform Time Location 
 

 Wednesday 1-Feb Executive Meeting  1930 East Islip Library 
 Friday 17-Feb COW Meeting A 2000 Rusy Bohm 
 Sun - Sun 19-26-Feb USPS Annual Meeting  Orlando 
 Wednesday 1-Mar Executive Meeting  1930 East Islip Library 
 Friday 3-Mar GSBPS COW Meeting Dinner Dance A with Bow Tie 1900 Land’s End 
 Friday 17-Mar D3 Council Meeting F 2000 Melville Marriott 
 Fri-Sat 24-25-Mar D3 Spring Conf & D3 COW A 0830 Melville Marriott 
 Friday 31-Mar General Meeting F 2000 Rusy Bohm 
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East Islip Library 

 

2 3 4 
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Full Moon 

12 13 
 
 
 

 

14 

 

15 
 

 
 

16 
 

17 

 
 

COW Meeting 
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Rusy Bohm 
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Moon 

19 
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Annual  
Meeting 
Orlando 

20 

 
USPS 
Annual  
Meeting 
Orlando 
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USPS 
Annual  
Meeting 
Orlando 

22 
 

USPS 
Annual  
Meeting 
Orlando 

23 
 

USPS 
Annual  
Meeting 
Orlando 

24 
 

USPS 
Annual  
Meeting 
Orlando 

25 
 

USPS 
Annual  
Meeting 
Orlando 

26 
 

USPS 
Annual  
Meeting 
Orlando 

 
 

27 

 
 
 

 
New Moon 

28 
 

  
 

 
 

  

 

    Upcoming Events:   
 

 Day Date Event Uniform Time Location 
 

 Wednesday 1-Mar Executive Meeting  1930 East Islip Library 
 Friday 3-Mar GSBPS COW Meeting Dinner Dance A with Bow Tie 1900 Land’s End 
 Friday 17-Mar D3 Council Meeting F 2000 Melville Marriott 
 Fri-Sat 24-25-Mar D3 Spring Conf & D3 COW A 0830 Melville Marriott 
 Friday 31-Mar General Meeting F 2000 Rusy Bohm 
 Sunday 2-Apr D3 Memorial Service A with Cap 1530 Port Washington 
Wednesday 5-Apr Executive Meeting  1930 East Islip Library 
 Friday 28-Apr General Meeting F 2000 Rusy Bohm 
 


